
 

"6 Star" Survival Guide
What is 6 stars? How much will it cost to comply?. 
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The residential energy efficiency requirements in the Building Code of Australia (BCA) were introduced back in 2003. These set minimum standards - and for some years they have been equivalent to 5 stars. The star rating system is a way of rating or comparing the energy efficiency of different houses. 

With the 2010 BCA the requirement has been
increased to 6 stars and implementation as follows:

QLD -   May 1st 2010
ACT -   May 1st 2010
SA   -    September 1st 2010
NSW, VIC, TAS, WA,NT -     refer to your local planning authority

Note: individual councils or developments may also choose to adopt a 6 star + rating.

6 stars

There is a big difference between 5 stars and 6 stars. For example in Adelaide's climate zone 6 stars equates to about three quarters of the energy load of the 5-star house. For architects, developers and building designers this means greater attention to the orientation of the building, the type and size of windows and the choice of materials. 

Compared to a 5-star house, the 6-star house will most likely require increased insulation to roof, walls and suspended floors. A 6 star building may not require improved glazing if all the other elements are good – eg high levels of insulation, good orientation and appropriate shading ,however, many houses will require either low-e glazing or double glazing to achieve 6 stars.
Cont'd next page
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*Consult with your, builder, architect, designer or an energy efficiency consultant.
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But what does the higher rating mean? 

For building owners it means the potential to have a house that is more comfortable -naturally - for longer periods of the year. A home that needs less energy to keep it comfortable when it is uncomfortable outside and saves money in the long run. 

And there are benefits to the wider society in reduced greenhouse emissions and reduced peak loads. 



How much will it cost to comply?


Good design
Good orientation
Location specific design


Bad design
Bad orientation
Non location specific


There is no single figure regarding costs but it makes good financial sense to contact an  Energy Efficiency Consultant as soon as possible. Simple design changes at the concept stage are much less expensive - if at all - than trying to "fix" a bad design.

If you have any further queries regarding energy rating please call our advice line.
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6 Star Suggestions



• Consider the location of the house   and the orientation of the house    
  on the block

• Locate non-habitable rooms to
  west (eg Bathrooms, Laundry,
  Garage) and main living rooms
  to north 
 
• Avoid excessive window to
  floor area or choose improved     
  glazing.

• The bigger the house the more
  difficult to get higher star ratings

• Consider the level of insulation to 
  walls , floors and ceilings.

• Minimise wall area – avoid
  complicated floor plans that
  increase the external wall area

• Maximise north windows

• Minimise  western windows – 
  and to a lesser extent eastern   
  windows

• Minimise or eliminate southern   
  windows

• Think about appropriate shading
– preferably adjustable to northern     windows, screening to western    
   windows
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